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Aero Club Communique Dec 2025

Year-end Message

If we look back at the past year, it seems as if December 2024 was just yesterday.
The past year went quickly and, as with every year, 2025 brought new challenges to
the Aero Club.

The cost of our various recreational aviation activities remains high. This is mostly
due to anything from fuel, parts and other equipment having a large import
component. The exchange rates have improved and we hope this trend continues
which may bring some relief in 2026. Also, on the international front, we had a most
informative and productive meeting with Greg Principato, the President of the FAI.
Greg is committed to a good relationship with the Aero Club of South Africa and
views us as the leader in organised recreational aviation in Africa. The proof of the
FAI president’s sentiments about the Aero Club are echoed by the exceptional
achievements of our pilots in international competitions. At the yearly awards dinner,
Protea colours were awarded to two SAHPA, nine SAMAA and two SAPFA

members for their international participation.

A further four special recognition awards were made to SAPFA and SAMAA
members for international participation. The FAI also recognised two gliding records
set by our SSSA members, one for the African speed record and for a long-distance
gliding record, achieved by two of our gliding pilots. Our SAPFA members did us
proud by being placed first in the landing competition at the World Rally Flying



Championships. We salute these pilots whose efforts showcased the Aero Club as

an internationally recognised FAlI member.
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The yearly awards dinner was held again at the Birchwood Conference Centre. It
was a stylish event, very ably hosted by our master of ceremonies, David le Roux.
The acting chairperson, Walter Doubell, welcomed all and introduced the guest
speaker, Rob Jonkers, the immediate past-chairman of the Aero Club. Rob
highlighted the challenges facing the Aero Club in an ever-changing and increasingly

complex regulatory environment.

Over 40 of our members who excelled in several recreational aviation disciplines
were honoured with awards. We congratulate all. The Aero Club values and admires

the effort and commitment of all the award recipients.

Award Dinner photos by Willie Bodenstein

For a full report on the 2025 Aero Club awards dinner please see the Pilot's Post

article at https://www.pilotspost.com/PsPpyarn3709.



https://www.pilotspost.com/PsPpyarn3709

In March this year we had a highly successful Airweek at the Middelburg airfield. The
weather was kind to us with a weekend without rain. It was the first time that an air
show was introduced as part of the programme. This proved to be an excellent idea
with many local people coming to see the air show. This Airweek would not have
been possible without the dedicated hard work by all from the Middelburg Aero Club,
the Aero Club and all the sections of the Aero Club, our exhibitors and participants

who contributed to making this Airweek a success.

We have already started the planning for Airweek 2026 which will be from the 5" to
the 8" of March 2026. At this stage it is not certain if we will have an air show as in

2025, but Airweek 2026 is definitely on. We will be communicating more information

in January 2026.
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The past year has been very active on the advocacy front for the Aero Club.

One of many challenges were changes by insurers to third-party liability insurance.
There is a world-wide tendency by insurers to regard third-party liability insurance for
aviation events being subjected to an increasing risk profile. This resulted in the Aero
Club not being able to secure the renewal of cover for our events as in the past. Our

brokers and insurers now consider cover for each event on a per-event basis.



There were interactions with the CAA on several regulatory issues. The matter of
designation of certain powers and authority by the CAA to AROs was debated at two
in-person meetings in May. Presentations were done by SAHPA and PASA on their
systems and abilities to manage many functions of their sections. The Aero club also
presented its Aero Assist program that is the platform whereby we assist aircraft
owners to renew their Authorities to Fly at the CAA with a view to provide an industry

wide solution for this administrative activity.

Sadly, after many years of meetings and all the effort to produce the presentations,
the CAA decided to recommend to the Minister of Transport that no designation to
AROs or 3 parties will be granted. This effectively means that we need to restart
the entire process of the rewriting of Part 149 and find common cause in the

usefulness of recreational aviation entities being an ARO.

The issue which probably has had the largest impact on general aviation in many
years was the imposition of the 12-year engine overhaul requirement. The Aero Club
was part of the AIC18.19 Task Team that sought to gain interim relief via litigation —
given that previous engagements since 2023 in various regulatory workgroups had
not brought any solutions, and unfortunately after significant effort and investment by
our industry this went against us. Given the controversy of this obdurate requirement
and going against world best practice, in the last few weeks, we have seen the CAA
now propose amendments to Parts 91 and 43 as an olive branch to the industry. The
proposals for Part 91 have been published for public comment. Although this may
bring some relief to Part 91 owners and operators, there are aspects of the proposed
amendments that need to be interrogated — as there are potentially unintended
effects to other regulatory elements. The Aero Club will be submitting its views on
the Part 91 amendments as part of the public comment process and proposing

alternatives to the proposed changes to Part 43.

Apart from the above we actively participated, among others, in the processes to
amend the following Parts of the CAA regulations or technical standards: Part 96 —
commercial operations of NTCA, Part 95 — special air events, Part 62 — radio

telephony, and to the overfly rules for protected areas.



An issue that has not been entirely resolved is that of the presence of air traffic
controllers at special air events, as current regulations do not cover these
circumstances. There has been some progress between ATNS and the CAA to
resolve this by proposing new regulatory elements, it will take time to have this in
place through the normal acceptance and promulgation process. At present the

difficulty of having ATCs at our events remains a serious concern.

Regarding the challenges that we face in 2026, | want to quote Rob Jonkers in his

2024 end of the year communique:
“Our aim also continues to focus to make aviation appealing to the recreational
aviator and the youth, in order for them to share and progress in the wonderful
passion of all types of aviation sport offered by the various sections of the Aero Club
in South Africa, as such we are fortunate to have in our midst many professional and
retired professional career and military aviators that continue to share their
mentorship and guidance freely to anyone who is interested in aviation in South
Africa. With this, let us all work together and support the structures that represent
recreational aviation to make 2025 a success to achieve growth, as it will only be our
coordinated collective efforts that will ensure the survival of our disciplines into the
future. If you have any comments or contributions to make you are most welcome to

contact us at the Aero Club.”

These words are just as or even more true today than a year ago. Let us work

together to make 2026 a memorable year.

The 2026 Aero Club membership renewal commenced on the 15t of December.

Please visit the Aero Club website renewal portal at

hitps://aeroclub.org.za/membership/ to renew or to register as a new member.

We want to thank the exco members, the sections chairpersons, the council
members and especially the Aero Club members for being there and their support
during this challenging year.

Have a joyous and peaceful festive season and please fly and drive safe.

We look forward to a good 2026.

Regards, The Aero Club Exco


https://aeroclub.org.za/membership/
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PTAR 2026 is Coming to Secunda! ﬁ

We are thrilled to announce that the next PTAR will be hosted by the Secunda Flying
Club at Secunda Airfield.

Get ready for incredible hospitality and world-class racing.
Mark Your Calendars:

[[] Dates: 28th — 30th May 2026

ﬂ Location: Secunda Airfield

Do you have what it takes to be crowned the next PTAR Champion? The challenge is set.
The skies are waiting. Will it be you?

@ Register Now: Enter the 2026 PTAR Here: https://sapfa.co.za/competition-entry-
form-ptar/



https://sapfa.co.za/competition-entry-form-ptar/
https://sapfa.co.za/competition-entry-form-ptar/

The Aero Club Membership Support Initiative
/ ATFs and Licences

The Aero Club has created a Member Support Initiative to assist

active Aero Club members in their Recreational Licence & ATF \\\ &l?l‘ﬂ ///
application submissions to the CAA at a cost of R 300 per submission, ’
discounts for multiple submissions and referrals.

https://www.aeroassist.org.za/

AeroAssist is a web based system that can be used by
members of Aero Club to facilitate Authority to Fly
applications with CAA.

T
The functionality of the system allows for the uploadﬁ all required documentation
that must be submitted with the application. Aircrqft etails and applicable
documentation will be saved to a master document set for the aircraft and will be
available for subsequent applications; making it easier for the user the next time an
application is submitted.

Applicants are kept up to date with regards to application progress via their preferred
communication method - sms or e-mail. When the Authority to Fly has been issued
by CAA, it will be stored in the system and automatically e-mailed to the applicant.
As an additional service, we also send a reminder at the appropriate time wheh an
Authority to Fly is due.

For more information contact The Aero Club of South Africa
(011) 082 1100 or salome@aeroclub.org.za

' Sections of The Aero Club of South Africa

Sport Aerobatic Club of South Africa ‘s APF A'

SOUTH AFRICAN POWER FLYING ASSOCIATION



