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The Aero Club of South Africa 

Preserving Free Flight 

Aero Club Communique # 1 of 2026  

The Aero Club Exco and Council wish to extend our best wishes for 2026 to all our 

members and other colleagues.  

 

At the start of this new year, we would like to keep our members informed about 

what we as Aero Club are doing to further the interests of our members.  

 

One of the serious issues of 2025 was the withdrawal of Aeronautical Information 

Circular 18.19 which effectively meant that the engines of all fixed-wing aeroplanes 

and helicopters fitted with Textron-Lycoming and Teledyne Continental engines had 

to be overhauled if the engine was older than 12 years.  

 

Although there has been communication about the 12-year engine overhaul / AIC 

18.19 issue in previous Aero Club Communiques going back to April 2024, we would 

like to give a recap of the Aero Club’s involvement.  

 

• The Aero Club was part of the process from the beginning to find a solution to 

formulate regulations and/or technical standards that would afford the general 

aviation operator and owner of aircraft affected by the 12-year rule a safe and 

equitable alternative to AIC 18.19.  This took the form of various CAA 

workgroups, forums since the rescindment of the AIC at the end of 2023. 

• During these engagements we repeatedly said that we could not support the 

intention to rescind AIC18.19 without a viable alternative that would ensure 

that our general aviation members – mostly Part 91 owners and operators – 

would not be adversely affected by the removal of AIC 18.19. We mentioned 
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at the time that many hundreds of aircraft operated by our members in terms 

of Part 91 would be affected.  

• The DCA issued an exemption in December 2023 which was renewed after 

180 days. This was followed by a general notice in November 2024, effectively 

maintaining the status quo as per AIC18.19. However, this general notice 

expired in June 2025 when the CAA proposed amendments to CAR 43.02.8 

and CATS 43.02.5.  To be noted that the proposed amendments were tabled 

without industry consultation and went against the relief as set out in the 

General Notice, with the result being that around 1400 aircraft would be 

grounded when the aircraft’s current CoA expired. 

 

Given the situation that after more than two and a half years that no formal solution 

was forthcoming to secure the intent of the AIC in a formal regulatory update and the 

axe had fallen on expiry’s of the exemptions and the general notice (where the 

industry was still of the opinion that a pragmatic solution would be formulated), it left 

the industry no choice but to take another course of action, which was the route of 

litigation, and as such it was the point at which the AIC 18.19 task team was 

formulated with consensus and participation of most of the industry – with funds 

being contributed for covering the necessary legal costs. 

 

The court case went ahead and it is widely known that the judgement was given 

against the AIC 18.19 Task Team – to note that the judgement emphasised that 

there is no case whatsoever to be made that engines which are properly maintained 

and exceed 12 years without an overhaul are in any way a safety risk. In his 

judgement the judge said about the CAA’s safety concern, “the so-called safety case 

is unconvincing”.  

 

Since the judgement there have been further developments. 

• The SACAA has proposed an amendment to SA CATS Part 43 with the 

addition of a further appendix 3 that is a Condition Monitoring Programme. In 

addition, there are amendments to Part 91.09.1 and 91.09.2. These proposed 

amendments effectively aim to institute and regulate the way engines are 

managed by the owner / operator of the aircraft.  
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• The Aero Club supports the proposed amendments in principle but will be 

suggesting changes to the proposals to simplify the Condition Monitoring 

Programme in appendix 3. As it currently reads it will be cumbersome and 

restrictive to maintain an engine.     

• At the CARCom meeting held on the 5th of December 2025 and at the ASO 

Special Sub-committee meeting on 11th December 2025, the Aero Club 

supported and in fact requested quicker finalisation of the process to ensure 

that the regulations were sent for public comment and promulgation as soon 

as is possible. 

• On the 5th of December CAASA submitted a request to the SACAA for interim 

relief by way of an exemption that would allow Part 91 operators and owners 

to operate aircraft that have engines older that 12 years. We still await a 

response on this.  

• The Aero Club will be submitting a detailed and comprehensive suggestion for 

the proposed amendment of Appendix 3 of Part 43.   

 

The above illustrates how the Aero Club involves itself to see to the interests of its 

members. We do not always achieve immediate success, but we keep at it. And, it 

sometimes is an arduous task. 

        

The Aero Club’s involvement in the 12-year engine overhaul issue is not the only 

area where the members’ interests have been protected. We will be advising you of 

more of our efforts in the future. 

  

In the interim, please contact me if you need any information.          

 

Regards 

Walter Doubell 

Acting Chairman, Aero club of SA  walter@aeroclub.org.za 

 

The 2026 Aero Club membership renewal commenced on the 1st of December. 

Please visit the Aero Club website renewal portal at  

https://aeroclub.org.za/membership/ to renew or to register as a new member.   

mailto:walter@aeroclub.org.za
https://aeroclub.org.za/membership/
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Our 2026 Airweek is happening!! 
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