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The Aero Club of South Africa 

Preserving Free Flight 

Aero Club Communique # 17 of 2026  

Good day to all our Aero Club members, and to all of the general and recreational 

aviation community.  

We have news about our shared interests.    

 

12-Year Engine Rule 

I quote from Communique 16: 

“These amendments are part of the 36th Amendment to the S A Civil Aviation 

Regulations which was finally sent to the minster on the 10th of June 2026.  

In terms of legislation, all proposed legislative amendments have to be scrutinised by 

the Office of the Chief State Law Adviser (OCLA) to determine if proposed legislation 

agrees with the South African Constitution.” 

 

Please see below the latest media release from the AIC 18.19 Task Team, 

specifically the information on the 2nd page. It appears that there is some movement 

in getting the 33rd and 36th Amendments to the Civil Aviation Regulations signed by 

the minister.  

We thank CAASA for leading the AIC 18.19 Task Team initiative to acquire 

more information and to inform general aviation on this matter.  

As soon as any further information is received, we will communicate it to you.  
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Athol Franz 

The aviation world is saddened by the passing of Athol Franz. Athol had a major 

impact on the Aero Club through African Pilot and his involvement in Aero Club 

activities. There is no need to repeat what has been said about the value of Athol’s 

input and efforts and what it meant for aviation and especially general aviation in 

South Africa. Yet, I would be remiss not to honour his memory. I do this with an 

anecdote about a personal experience.  

I had met Athol years before and had seen him regularly at events but had not 

spent much time in his company. At an air show in Stellenbosch a few years ago, I 

was seated with Athol at a hangar party. He asked me about my background. When I 

mentioned that I had been in the photographic club at school his eyes lit up and he 

immediately went to fetch a bottle of Chardonnay. The next two hours were taken up 

by a discussion on the sunny-16 rule, ASA settings, stop baths, fixers, judging the 

light without a light meter and the old manual cameras. Athol was one of the few who 

knew all about a 4x5 camera. He was in his element and obviously very 

knowledgeable about all aspects of photography. The brief time discussing the old 

ways of photography gave me an insight into Athol as a different person to the one 

we saw at events, as someone who was willing to share his passion and spend time 

with others just discussing a common interest.    

To Christine, Mark, Ricky and Amy, words cannot do anything for your loss.  

Aviation in South Africa will remember Athol. 

 

 

SACAA SKYwatch magazine 

The CAA publishes a quarterly magazine with general aviation information about a 

wide range of topics. We at the Aero Club have been part of SKYwatch since its 

inception.  The newsletter can be accessed on the SACAA website by accessing the 

link below. The latest and previous editions are also available. You can also 

subscribe to SKYwatch on the SACAA website. Click on Quick Find, then SKYwatch, 

then Subscribe     

https://www.caa.co.za/information-for-the-public/skywatch-magazine/ 

 
 
 

https://www.caa.co.za/information-for-the-public/skywatch-magazine/
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SACAA General Aviation Accident Reduction Seminar (GAARS)  
on 27 August 2026 
 

The SACAA is hosting a safety seminar. It will be virtual from 18:00 to 20:00, so it is 

easy to attend. Please try to be there. See the information below 

 Here is a link to the seminar   GAARS Seminar 

 

 

CAASA Newsletter 

The latest CAASA newsletter, the July 2026 edition, has been circulated.   

There is valuable information about aviation and about what is happening in aviation 

in South Africa.  

The CAASA newsletter can be accessed via the link below at:   

           https://share.google/wCUOQ2KiUkjA42XcQ 

 

Other Aero Club information  

The Gyroplane association is hosting an event on the 15th of August 2026 at Kitty 

Hawk. It promises to be a great day.  

 

The 2026 Aero Club membership renewal commenced on the 1st of December.  

Please visit the Aero Club website renewal portal at   

https://aeroclub.org.za/membership/ 

to renew or to register as a new member.  

 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=aPG1_MIHuUuC2T8VwL0NIDWFeXEe8NlNtPhnpeKPRxdUMFNFR1M4U1BSWjdOSUE0NlhESzZNWERFOCQlQCNjPTEu&route=shorturl
https://share.google/wCUOQ2KiUkjA42XcQ
https://aeroclub.org.za/membership/
https://forms.office.com/r/NxtrkuRHR5
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We list below the information on our Aero Assist system whereby you can easily 

renew your Authority to Fly.  

 

Also, please see below the contact numbers for the SACAA confidential 

hazard reporting system and the Aeronautical Rescue Coordination Centre.   

 

Have a good week, be safe.  

Regards, 

Walter Doubell,  

Chairman, Aero club of SA,  

6 August 2026   

walter@aeroclub.org.za     

0798306452 

mailto:walter@aeroclub.org.za
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Safety Contact Information  

 

The SACAA Confidential Aviation Hazard Reporting System (CAHRS) reporting link:  

https://www.caa.co.za/information-for-the-public/reporting/#cahrs   

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

https://www.caa.co.za/information-for-the-public/reporting/#cahrs

